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ABOUT MOASH



Community Agreements 
● One person, one mic 
● Move up, move back
● Make room for growing edges
● Approach everyone as a survivor 
● Honor lived experiences 
● Stories stay, lessons go 
● Take care of yourself and others 
● ELMO: enough, let’s move on



Objectives
1. Understand the importance of respecting sexual 

orientation and gender identity terminology as it 
relates to educational success

2. Be aware of the laws/policies pertaining to 
LGBTQ+ K-12 students rights, as well as relevant 
best practices for educational success

3. Identify strategies to improve inclusive and 
affirming for a supportive environment for LGBTQ+ 
students. 





Terminology



Terminology
a. Lesbian:
b. Gay: 
c. Bisexual:
d. Transgender:
e. Queer:
f. Ally:
g. Cisgender:

Transsexual, homosexual,hermaphrodite, transgenderED, 
transvestite



Terminology
a. Lesbian:3
b. Gay: 5
c. Bisexual:6
d. Transgender:2
e. Queer:1
f. Ally:7
g. Cisgender:4

Transsexual, homosexual,hermaphrodite, transgenderED, 
transvestite





Sexual Orientation: LGB

Gender Identity:T

Cisgender:

Transgender:





What does transgender look like?

http://www.essence.com/2014/10/03/raising-penel


Sex = Gender





identity = behavior



wHY SCHOOL MATTERS



KAHOOT! Reviewing 
Michigan Data



KAHOOT 
INSTRUCTIONS

● Get out your phone or 
tablet

● Go to kahoot.it
● Enter Game pin:
● Choose a nickname
● If you see your 

nickname pop up on the 
screen, you’re good to 
go!



Michigan is the #1 Worst State for Bullying in the US



What can we do
Being an Ally K-12



QUick and Easy THings to Do in Every Grade Level
● Avoid splitting your classroom by 

gender, making gendered pairs, or 
addressing class by gender 
“Alright boys and girls!” “You 
guys.”

● Get used to introducing yourself 
with your pronouns

● Find out what “being a safe space” 
means to your students

● Whenever possible use 
gender-neutral names in examples - 
allow kids to gender on their own.

● Education is on you!



DON’TS
● Make statements about how their 

behavior might not fit what you 
have associated with their identity 
or expression “I would have never 
guessed!” or “I figured.”

● Ask them general questions about 
being LGBTQ+ that do not pertain to 
their care. “I heard x, is that 
true?” vs. “If you can think of 
anything specific that might help 
during your care, let me know.”

● Use shaming language (about age or 
gender/sex/sexuality)

● Assume identity or behavior (ask! 
(for what's necessary))



Elementary
● Find inclusive books to use in the classroom

○ I am Jazz, 10,000 Dresses, In Our Mothers House
● If they’re asking - answer
● Remember gender and sexuality are not the same

○ Most youth have awareness of their gender by age FOUR!
○ Not weird or too early for them to be considering or 

questioning
● Help kids find words that reflect what they mean 

○ “That’s so gay” - what does this person really mean



Middle School 
● If they’re asking - answer
● What age did you have your first 

crush?
● Support inclusive sex-ed
● Help LGBTQ+ youth belong

○ Start a GSA! 

● If you see something, say 
something

● Challenge ideas and 
preconceptions



High School
● Help students address policy 

issues
● Form a GSA
● Connect students to a wider 

community
● Be intentional about mentioning 

LGBTQ+ identities in your 
curriculum

● Advertise your ally status



A note about health 
LGBTQ students are, on average, more 
at risk for… 

● Sexual harassment & assault
● Verbal and physical harassment
● 63-76% more at risk for violence
● Attempted suicide
● Experiencing a mental health 

condition such as major 
depression or generalized anxiety 
disorder 

● Alcohol, tobacco, and drug use



More likely to get 
pregnant





Levels of making a difference
Individual

● Be an Ally
● Pronouns
● Call Out
● Top things 

to not say
● Onus is not 

on the 
student

● Do your 
research

● Inclusive 
classrooms/ 
interactions

School

● GSA/Safe 
Space

● YEAT
● Climate 

Survey
● Policies 
● SEABs

Community/State

● Support State 
Board of 
Education 
Guidelines

● Advocate



Laws & Policy!



Ally Week - September 26-Sept 30
#Day1

Transgender day of Rememberance Nov 20
Day of Silence April 16



CDC Recommendations for schools:
● Encourage respect for all students and do not allow bullying, harassment, or violence against any student.

● Identify “safe spaces” (e.g., counselors’ offices, designated classrooms, or student organizations) where sexual minority students 

can get support from administrators, teachers, or other school staff.

● Encourage student-led and student-organized school clubs (e.g., gay/straight alliances) that promote school connectedness and 

a safe, welcoming, and accepting school environment for all students.

● Ensure that health classes and educational materials include information that is relevant to sexual minority students and use 

inclusive words or terms.

● Implement professional development opportunities and encourage all school staff to attend on how to create safe and supportive 

school environments for all students, regardless of sexual minority status.

● Make it easier for students to have access to community-based health care providers who have experience providing health 

services, including HIV/STD testing and counseling and social and psychological services, to sexual minority youth.

● Promote parent engagement through outreach efforts and educational programs that provide parents with the information and 

skills they need to help support sexual minority youth.



scenarios



Scenario 1 - JarelL
You have been working with Jarell on a regular 
basis all year. Lately, he has seemed depressed 
and unable to concentrate. When you talk with 
him about this, he tells you that he is gay and 
is nervous for anyone to find out. You are the 
first and only person he has told. 



What do you do?
a. Ask your colleagues if they know that Jarell is gay and what 

support they have attempted to provide

b. Encourage Jarell to come out to his family 

c. Ask Jarell how he is doing and check in about what support 
he may want or need

d. Encourage Jarell to meet with other youth who you may know 
are “out”



Laws, Policy, & Best Practices



Scenario 2  - Quinn (natalie)
You have worked with your student Natalie for the past two 
school years. Natalie has always used she/her/hers pronouns and 
used the girls bathroom and locker room. This year, Natalie 
requested to now go by he/him/his pronouns use the boys 
bathroom / locker room and go by Quinn. 

Natalie’s parents have always been supportive of Natalie 
presenting more “masculine” (e.g., stereotypical “boys” 
clothes, stereotypical “boy” short hair), but are adamantly 
against having Natalie going by Quinn, using male pronouns or 
boys bathrooms / locker rooms. Natalie is 9 years old and in 
third grade.



What do you do?
a. Do as the parent wishes (Natalie is still a minor, 

after all) and continue to use she/her/hers pronouns 
and only allow Natalie to use the girls bathroom & 
locker room.

b. Meet with the parents to discuss their child’s 
situation and come up with a plan together that best 
supports Natalie/David.  

c. Call Quinn’s parents and suggest that they see a 
professional who can determine whether or not Natalie 
truly qualifies as transgender and, only then, allow 
Natalie to use the requested pronouns and facilities.



Laws, Policy, & Best Practices



Scenario 3 -  GSA
Three students who you have in your high school class come to 
you after school and say that they want to start a gay-straight 
alliance in the school. This student-run club has been proposed 
before and administration has said they don’t have the 
resources to support another club. Parents also protested big 
time when this was proposed a few years ago. 



What do you do?
A. Tell the students that you support their efforts and will 

serve as their advisor or help them find a staff person who 
will be able to serve as an advisor. 

B. Tell the students that, in the past, the school didn’t have 
the resources to support the club and that is likely still 
the case. Also, if the parents don’t want there to be a 
club, they have the final say, since it’s their children who 
attend the school.

C. Tell the students that you don’t feel comfortable discussing 
this with them. You are aware that any sexual health 
education curriculum must be approved by the sex ed advisory 
board before you are allowed to discuss it in the classroom. 



Laws, Policy, & Best Practices



Current Laws & Policies affecting Michigan schools
● State Board of Education LGBTQ Guidance

● Title IX

● Anti-Bullying & Anti-Harassment Laws & 
Policies

● There is no law preventing schools from 
preventing schools to do the right thing 
by affirming stutdents’ gender 
identities and sexual orientations



HOW MOASH CAN HELP
Michigan 
Communities Against 
Hate (MiCAH)

Safe Spaces & Clubs

Youth Equity 
Assessment Tool 
(YEAT)



Gay Straight Alliances have been proven to improve 
the health & educational outcomes for ALL students



Support for you, so you can support your students



Q & A



www.moash.org
stephanie.diponio@moash.org

Thank you!


